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mentioned have produced the greatest social revolution
that has ever occurred. It has raised the masses to
power, has set slaves free, has given a charter of social
and political power to the people who have nothing,
and has forced those-who-have to get power, if they
want it, by persuading and influencing those-who-have-
not. All the demagogues, philosophers, and principle-
brokers are trying to lead the triumphal procession and
crying: "We got it for you." "We are your friends."
"It is to us that you owe it all." On the other hand
the same social revolution has undermined all social
institutions and prescriptions of an aristocratic char-
acter and they are rapidly crumbling away, even in
the Old World, under the reaction from the New.
If now we put this result together with what we had
reached before, we find that the advance of the social
and political organization which should have been
attended, according to all former philosophy, by greater
social pressure and diminishing prosperity for the
masses, although it has indeed been attended by lessen-
ing of the old anarchistic liberty, has also been accom-
panied by the far more important fact of enormously
enlarged social and political power and chances for the
masses. The world has passed into hands of new mas-
ters, and the all-absorbing questions for mankind and
civilization now are: What will they do with it? How
will they behave? Already in this country, and in* all
others which have adopted democratic forms, successive
elections show a steady movement towards throwing
out men of well-defined convictions and positive strength
on either side, so that parliamentary institutions seem
to be clearly on the decline. In every great civilized
county, also, political parties are breaking up and are
losing their character as groups of persons holding